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Established in 2005, GEO is a voluntary partners of governments and 
organization that envisions “a future wherein decisions and actions 
for the benefit of humankind are informed by coordinated, 
comprehensive and Earth observations and Information”.

GROUP ON EARTH OBSERVATIONS (GEO)



A comprehensive, coordinated, and sustainable system of 
global observations – Nine Societal Benefit Areas



Statement of challenges / need / opportunity
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AmeriGEOSS Initiative

• In 2014, GEO Principals identified regional priorities and mandated
the development of AmeriGEOSS initiative

• AmeriGEOSS is a cooperative effort that reflects local, national, and
regional interests of the GEO country-members for short and long-
term planning, development, and implementation aligned with GEO
activities.

• Will be entrenched in the institutional and technical capabilities of its
country members and in the resources of other global initiatives
available for the benefit of the region.

• Seeks to increase institutional and personal capacity and engage
experts, stakeholders, and decision makers in the process of decision
making.



• There are currently 16 Americas Caucus Member countries: 

– Argentina 
– Bahamas 
– Belize 
– Brazil 
– Canada 
– Chile
– Colombia
– Costa Rica

– Ecuador 
– Honduras 
– Mexico 
– Panama
– Paraguay
– Uruguay
– Peru
– United States
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Current partners and user community

AmeriGEOSS Initiative



Comunidad Para la Información Espacial e 
Hidrográfica en latino América y el Caribe (CIEHLYC) 

• CIEHLYC, is a working group of the GEO Americas Caucus
• Network of experts in water (oceans and fresh water) from government 

and academic institutions throughout the Americas. 150 members as of 
2016.

• Created in 2009 to promote and assist in the implementation of GEO 
water activities 

• We seek to form collaborations and alliances throughout the region for 
projects related to water or with nexus to water

• Provide and coordinate capacity building activities (institutional and 
personal) 

• http://www.earthobservations.org/webinar_ch.php

• CIEHLYC is managed by four coordinators in the region: Argentina, Chile, 
México and the United States

AmeriGEOSS Initiative



In 2015
• 2nd GEO-CIEHLYC Talleres de 

Formación de Capacidades, 
Cartagena Colombia. CCO/ 
Academia Naval 
(Colombia)/NOAA/GEOSec/Banco 
Mundial

• 4 Cursos: 
• Hydroserver/ECMWF-RAPID 
• NASA/ARSET Variabilidad 

Climática
• Oceanografía Operacional
• Uso de datos Ópticos en 

Oceanografía

• 105 Participants
• 8 countries
• 33 participant 

institutions

Poster session



Partner communities you / your project could 
engage in the future
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Key datasets, models, scientific, technical tools

AmeriGEOSS Initiative

Governments (National, Regional, and Local), academia, and 
private organizations. 

Agriculture – GEOGLAM

Disaster – Disaster Charter

Biodiversity and Ecosystems - GEOGLOWS



1. Agriculture, associated with climate variability, climate change, and
food security.

2. Disaster risk reduction, particularly for data exchange associated with
early warnings, and for the generation of regional products of early
warnings.

3. Water, associated with the management approach of water resources
and data management.

4. Biodiversity and Ecosystem Monitoring, in the context of capacity
building for better monitoring, management, and maintenance of
ecosystems and biodiversity they support; and to predict future
changes.
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AmeriGEOSS Initiative – Priority Areas

Approach



• Support for SDG 6: ensure availability and
sustainable management of water and sanitation for
all.

• Provide regional response to the challenging issue of
water services as well as the management
perspective of the resource.

• These activities will be framed under the Global
Water Sustainability (GEOGLoWS) Initiative.

• Water nexus to all priority areas: GEOBON,
GEOGLAM, and Disaster
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AmeriGEOSS Initiative 

Approach – Water Resource Management



Impacts (achieved and anticipated)
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Partnerships for Institutional Capacity:  GNC-A before and 
after AmeriGEOSS

2008 – 2013 (25 stations) 2014 – 2016  (+60 stations)



Impacts (achieved)

Partnerships for Institutional Capacity: Hydroserver



Open Data Sharing: Implementation of 
Hydroserver by CorMagdalena/CIRMAG

Olivero,J.(2015). “Río Magdalena 
entre Plato y Zambrano” [fotografía]

Rio Magdalena: Puerto Salgar 

2000+ stations
Data since 1970’s

Partnerships for Institutional Capacity: River Forecasting

http://www.eltiempo.com/colombia/otras-ciudades/puerto-salgar-la-conexion-entre-el-caribe-y-bogota/14413898
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Thank you!

Angelica.gutierrez@noaa.gov
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